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• 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Ulinois 
TC 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-598 1 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (August 27, 1987) 
CHARLESTON , ILL .--Alphonso J . DiPietro came to Eastern Illinois 
University 28 years ago because he had visited the campus and liked 
what he saw . 
He ' s officially retired now , but during those years he taught a lot 
of mathematics to thousands of students. And for 20 of those years he 
was chairman of the department and this, DiPietro says, was the peak of 
his professional career . 
DiPietro recalls many curriculum changes , but the most significant 
was a move from pure math to applied math "to meet the needs of today ' s 
technological society." 
Another change in the concept of mathematics is shown by the 
steadily- increasing number of women majors . In 1958 at Eastern 16 
percent of the majors were women; last year the number was 55 percent . 
Di Pietro lived and taught through an era where the philosophy was 
that women were not encouraged to take math courses in high school 
because they wouldn ' t be able to teach the subject. Now , of course , 
women are topflight students and teacher~ of mathematics. 
Role of the computer has skyrocketed during his teaching career . 
He recalls "the computer came to the fore in the 1950 ' s , but those 
models were like contrasting the horse and buggy to the auto compared 
with today ' s computer operations ." 
(This summer DiPietro lectured at a number of universities in 
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Poland on curricula in math and computer science in the U.S . over 
the past 30 years). 
Russia triggered an almost hysterical demand for more math when 
Sputnik was successfully lauched. 
orbit right along with Sputnik. " 
"Math, " DiPietro says , "went into 
Another DiPietro observation is "the new math pendulum swung too 
far and it was good when it swung back. " 
He has seen mathematics spread widely into other disciplines , 
including economics , all areas of business, life sciences and health , 
and he believes this trend will continue . 
The DiPietros will remain in Charleston (" because Charleston has 
been great to my family and me ") and he will teach an occasional math 
class. 
Dr . and Mrs . DiPietro are the parents of four children. 
Joe is a professor in the College of Veterinary Medicine at the 
University of Illinois . Luisa Ann has a dental (D.D.S .) degree and is 
pursuing a doctorate in immunology . Chris has a Ph.D . in food sci ence 
and is an assistant professor at the University of Florida . Bob works 
with Bell Labs in Naperville and has a master ' s degree in computer 
science. 
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